
Spotswood Public Library 
Board of Trustees Meeting 

 
Thursday, September 20, 2012             Next Meeting: Thursday, October 18, 2012 
        
PRESENT:  Anne Wallace, Emma Jane Decker, Mary Casey O’Connor, Annamaria Faga, Diane Barlow, 
Joseph Citro, Sr., Michele Petosa, Board Secretary, and the Library Director.  Absent: Claudia Addesso 
and Councilman Frank LoSacco. 
 
The meeting was called to order by Anne Wallace at 7:36 p.m.  Ms. Wallace announced that the Open 
Public Meeting Act had been complied with and that a quorum was present.   
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS:  Councilwoman Marge Drozd reported for Councilman LoSacco:  The 
Borough passed an ordinance for tax refunds.  Spotswood Family Day will be followed by the 
Immaculate Conception carnival and fire work display.  The event has been expanded due to grant 
funding.  The Wyoming Avenue agreement has been reached.  Election season is pending. 
 
The Friends of the Library – Terry Pepka noted that the Friends’ meetings are now held on the second 
Monday of each month at 7:00 p.m. in the Meeting Room.  Program planning, reservation, refreshments, 
and space issues were discussed.  The Friends are arranging for some new window blinds.  The Friends 
will search for their non-profit tax exempt number.   
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS:  Carol Farley asked about:  Freegal Music, the Large Print Circuit, the 
custodian vs. DPW mowing the lawn, and the Library budget.  The Library Director addressed each issue.  
Pat McKenna inquired about how the Library advertises its job openings.  Job openings are posted on the 
front and the back doors of the Library as well as the Library’s website.  The Children’s Librarian 
position was also advertised in the Home News Tribune.  Terry Pepka spoke about future FOL programs 
and raffles.  There was discussion on the cost of a raffle license vs. the funds raised from a raffle.  The 
movie license is current through December 31st.  Marge Drozd addressed the Library’s early closing on 
July 21st.  The Library closed earlier than the posted time due to the illness of one employee and the other 
employee stung by yellow jacks.  The Library Director apologized to Councilwoman Drozd for her 
inconvenience.  Valerie Luna asked about the SHS students and why they are not coming to the Library.  
The Board and school liaisons are reviewing safety, liability, and policy issues before resuming the 
program. Jeanne Oliver wanted to know if the concerns were the same for the Academy Learning Center 
in Monroe.  The Library Director will contact ALC with these concerns.  
 
Anne Wallace welcomed Joseph Citro, Sr. to the Board as the Mayor’s new Alternate. 
 
MINUTES:  Minutes for July 2012 Board meeting were read and accepted.  Diane Barlow motioned to 
approve the minutes; Annamaria Faga seconded.  The motion was passed, and the minutes of the July 19, 
2012 meeting were approved.  
 
There was a Special Board of Trustees Meeting on August 10.  Minutes for this meeting were read and 
accepted.  Annamaria Faga motioned to approve the minutes; Emma Jane Decker seconded.  The motion 
was passed, and the minutes of the August 10, 2012 meeting were approved. 
 
NEW BUSINESS:  Henceforth Anne Wallace will ask at the beginning of each board meeting that “[a]ll 
electronic devices be placed on vibrate, and that responses should be made outside of the Meeting Room”. 
Diane Barlow made a motion for the Library to obtain a tax id number.  Joseph Citro seconded.  The 
motion passed unanimously.  Annamaria Faga and Joseph Citro will make an appointment with the 
Business Administrator to discuss the duplication of websites. The Board requested information on the 
cost of snow removal by the DPW. 



OLD BUSINESS:  Book endowments were discussed. Further discussion tabled.  
 
FINANCIAL REPORT:  On July 27, Anne Wallace, Claudia Addesso, and the Library Director 
attended a meeting requested by Ron Fasanello and Barbara Petren.  After the meeting, Barbara Petren 
mailed a letter to Anne Wallace requesting a written response to an audit question by September 21.  
Anne Wallace read the letter to the Board.  Annamaria Faga made a motion that the letter be sent and 
signed by Anne Wallace; Mary Casey O’Connor seconded.  The motion was passed unanimously.  The 
Board will request a meeting with Ron Fasanello to discuss:  dental insurance overcharge from September 
2011 through February 2012; the Library paying for a telephone line of the Fire House; and obtaining a 
copy of the Borough’s employee manual.  The Board discussed the estimate for necessary electrical work.  
Anne Wallace made a motion to hire D.B. Electric Co.; Emma Jane Decker seconded.  The motion passed 
unanimously.  The Board reviewed the subscription costs for Freegal Music and the New York Times vs. 
the number of active subscribers and readers.  Diane Barlow made a motion to suspend both subscriptions 
until review of the 2013 Library budget.  Joe Citro seconded; the motion passed unanimously.  Joseph 
Citro offered to make and donate a CD storage unit.  Diane Barlow made motion to replace four CPUs via 
the audit reserve fund; Annamaria Faga seconded.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 
LIBRARY DIRECTOR’S REPORT:  The Library Director reviewed August statistics. 
 
Annamaria Faga made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Joseph Citro seconded the motion.  The vote was 
unanimous.  The regular meeting of the Board of Trustees was adjourned at 10:03 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Michele M. Petosa 
Recording Secretary 
 


