
Spotswood Public Library 
Board of Trustees Meeting 

 
Thursday, September 19, 2013            Next Meeting:  Thursday, October 
17, 2013 
        
PRESENT:  Anne Wallace, Diane Barlow, Emma Jane Decker, Annamaria Faga, Carol 
Farley, Mary Leaver (arrived 7:55 p.m.), Michele Petosa, Board Recording Secretary, 
and the Library Director.  Absent:  Councilman Nicholas Legakis. 
 
The meeting was called to order by Anne Wallace at 7:32 p.m..  Ms. Wallace announced 
that the Open Public Meeting Act had been complied with and that a quorum was present. 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS:  Councilman Nicholas Legakis submitted his report via e-
mail:  “Oktoberfest will be held at Immaculate on Oct. 4th and 5th and there will be 
fireworks on both nights.  The Spotswood Tree Lighting will be held on December 7th.  

On a personal note, my children all attended the Bacci event on Saturday at the Library 
and had a wonderful time.  They are looking forward to her next visit!”  In a second e-
mail, he added, “As far as the No Smoking policy goes, the Library is included and if you 
or your staff sees smoking going on, you can do the following:  1 – Ask them to move off 
of the property and down to the sidewalk.  2 – Call the police and a summons can be 
issued by the police.”  
 
Friends of the Library:  Betty Lonegan is the FOL Liaison to the Library Board of 
Trustees.  Mrs. Lonegan announced that their meetings are on the second Monday of the 
month at 3 p.m. vs. previously at 7 p.m..  The FOL are planning a tea program that will 
include a lecture and sampling of teas.  The FOL asked for the program to be held in the 
body of the Library.  Anne Wallace made a motion that this program be held on Friday, 
November 22nd, from 12 - 1:30 p.m. in the Library; Diane Barlow seconded.  The vote 
was unanimously in favor.   
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS:  None 
 
MINUTES:  Minutes for July 2013 were read and accepted.  Anne Wallace motioned to 
approve the minutes; Annamaria Faga seconded.  The motion was passed, and the 
minutes of the July 18th, 2013 meeting were approved.  
 
FINANCIAL REPORT:  The Board reviewed the Borough of Spotswood’s bill for 
snow removal at the Library for December 2012 through February 2013 totaling $220.50.  
Anne Wallace made a motion to deduct the total $220.50 from “Library Other 
Contractual Services” account; Diane Barlow seconded.  The vote was unanimously in 
favor.  The Library has received a credit for the dental insurance overcharge totaling 
$90.10 from April 2013 and May 2013.  Reviewing the budget, the Board was informed 
of an unapproved of increase in the hourly rate of a staff member going back to January 
2013.  The increase cost the Library $842 in 2013.  The Board did not have access to its 
budget for salaries in 2012 due to the Borough’s limitation of security access to the 



Library Director; therefore, the Board is uncertain if the increase was implemented in 
2012.  The Board will draft a letter to the Borough regarding this issue.  Dawn 
McDonald, Business Administrator, sent a memo and an e-mail to the Library Director 
about her e-mail to Patrick J. Diegnan, Jr., Borough Attorney about the Friends of the 
Library’s use of the Library’s tax id number.  Ms. McDonald received a bill from Mr. 
Diegnan and withdrew $82.50 from “Library Professional Services” account without the 
approval of the Board.  The Library Director will send a letter to Ms. McDonald.  In 
2012, the Board had access to Mr. Diegnan without being billed.  In 2013, the Board was 
not informed of the Borough’s new policy regarding contacting the Borough Attorney 
until this situation. 
 
OLD BUSINESS:  The Board invited Mayor Nicholas Poliseno and Dawn McDonald to 
this meeting.  Both were unable to attend.  The Board invited both to attend their next 
meeting on October 17th.  The Board would like to discuss with both Ms. McDonald’s e-
mail of July 15th and the Library’s budget.  Diane Barlow made a motion to change the 
start time of future board meetings to 7:00 p.m. effective October 17th, 2013; Annamaria 
Faga seconded.  The motion passed unanimously.  The by-laws will be updated to reflect 
this change.  Carol Farley and Diane Barlow volunteered to serve on the Finance 
Committee.  All Board Members volunteered to serve on the Fundraising Committee.  
 
NEW BUSINESS:  Sadly Joseph Citro, Sr. died on September 12th.  The Board will 
place a plaque in memory of him and his wife, Anna Marie, on the music CD spinner he 
donated to the Library.  Emma Jane Decker and Annamaria Faga volunteered to serve on 
the Goals Committee. 
 
DIRECTOR’S REPORT:  Diane Barlow made a motion to accept the retirement of 
Arlene Zavorsky effective July 30th, 2013; Annamaria Faga seconded.  The vote was 
unanimous.  Diane Barlow made a motion to approve the hiring of Susan Wisniewski and 
Laura Bonds as part-time Supervising Library Assistants effective August 5th, 2013; 
Annamaria Faga seconded.  The vote was unanimous. 
 
Diane Barlow motioned to adjourn the meeting.  Annamaria Faga seconded.  The vote 
was unanimous.  The regular meeting of the Board of Trustees was adjourned at 9:42 
p.m.. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Michele M. Petosa 
Board Recording Secretary 
 


